INTRODUCTION
In Siddha and Ayurveda Systems of Medicine, Kattusirakam is an important fruit drug. It is used in chronic skin diseases and leucoderma. It is also an anthelmintic. The fruits of Madras crud drug trade has been identified in our analytical laboratory as the fruits of Centratherum anthelminticum (Willd) Kuntz as described in various Materia Medicae.
As a complete pharmacognosy has not so far been reported, an attempt has so been initiated in our analytical laboratory.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Kattusirakam was procured in the local market and its macros scopical, microscopical and histochemical studies were carried out. (Easu K. 1974 Table IV .
RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS :
Macroscopical Characters:
The drug Kattusirakam are technically fruits, but commonly known as seeds. They are achenes and compositaceous. They are dark brown to almost black in colour, cylindrical to oblong in shape but tapering towards the base, 3 -5 mm long and the surface is covered with whitish scattered hairs and marked with about ten longitudinal ridges. The upper end is encircled by a series of semitransparent flat hair like brown coloured scales. The embryo has well developed cotyledons and a broad stalk having a truncate top.
Microscopical Characters:
The achene in cross section shows a thin pericarp with ridges and furrows. Further analysis are in progress in our Laboratory.
